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By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Pos Sealt Writer e
Warning egainst the notion that “it -
can't happen- here” Sen.” :Ierexmah A
Denton (R-Ala) opened hearings yes- -

terday on the “new threat” of terror-;

ism that, he said, is endangering free-:
dom in the United States-and else-+"
where o il 73
A succcession of witnesses, led by!
former CIA director Wiliax E. Colby,.
blamed the Kremlin and a number of:-
its allies for training, supporting a_ndg_
equipping {erronsis on a far-flung in-!.
_ terpational scale,. butagreed ~t1'1ata;
there was no “mastermind” directing!-
the violence. - .

] think there is a fosling that there:

U N

is & central war room: with flashing .
lights,” Colby iold Denton’s subcom-:
mittee. “There is no-.central war
room.” The Soviet Union “did provide: -
the instruments,” but neither the Rus-1.:

‘slans nor any other government, .he:‘:

‘said, is “directing the orchestra.”

" The inquiry, the first in_a sporadic |
round of sessions to-be beid in coming |
wesks, ‘produced instant controversy:-

and echoes of the past. - Yesterday -

moring, a small group of protesters-.

proving press releases abounded. -
.- Testifying after Colby was-journalist-
Claire Sterling, author of The Terror.
Network, a book that describes- Sovxet
and surrogate support for terrom‘ts of.
A e . She said
ists an j ues. She- sal
such collaboration - began .. roughly:
around 1968, but suggested the Soviet
contribution could best be dacn’bed
‘as “a do-it-yourself kit for terronst

warfare” that might destablize Wﬁt_"_

ern Societies. _...e.osmsie. Dosm ik bl

on " New Threat’ of T

- that have been under attack by ter-3
- rorists. Those governments, she said,
_have been: “extremely reluctant to |

- perhaps to preserve the spirit of de-
tente perhaps for other political rea-.

.- Sterling, who has lived in Italy for
- 30 years, declined to- suggest what
- ghould . be done in. America. It wes

. another witness, Washington Quarter-
.’ ly editor Michael Ledeen, put it, “at

7 Security at the hearing was, none--
- theless, tight. The public had to enter
_ through a metal detector. Plainclothes

_seeurity officers dotted the room, al-

"a bulletproof: vest. He then unbut-.

. ‘was the issue of “disinformation,” .on-
- which, Denton said, the’ Soviet.'KGB‘
expends much effort, especially in“e-1 -
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Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.): ques
tioned her about the book’s charge:
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that. - Western - intelligence agencies’
have long known but said nothing
about the Soviet involvement, - .. .
..“Have the CIA and the FBI been
bought?” he asked after noting that.
she had written “the fix is in.” ‘

- “Well, I don’t know about the FBlI,”" :
Sterling replied. She_added that she'|.

“wasn't talking about just the ACIAA,~ but
about “all the Western governments”

point a finger at the Soviet Union,”

_-~*] don’t have. a plotter’s mentality,” |-
- she said. “The fix is political.”

widely agreed at the hearing that, as

the moment, domestically, there is no
problem to cope with.”- - - .

though subcommittee chief counsel

Joet Lisker, who asked for their pres-| .
‘ence, told reporters that no threats’
“had been received. - TS
" During the afternoon session, Den--
"ton announced that he-had received a
“call from a Huntsville, Ala., television -

P heewd

station, asking him if he was wearing -

toned his shirt a bit and announced
that “the ahswer is no.” -~ -~ i
- Another main topic at the hearing”

cruitment of Western journalists.”. ™
The primary witness on the-issue,”
former Newsweek t Ar-

. naud de Borchgrave, said he became- | -
interested in the -subject’ in’the"late-
1960s when-he learned that-a friend 4
“end ‘colleague.in France was on the’]
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"grave continued, “MFS- has now

-~ MFS, a Philadelphia-besed organi-

“He did not elaborate. ~=~ =
: Citing a number of leading scien-
. tists from Andret Sakharov to Fred.
Hoyle, de Borchgrave also.suggested’
- that “the Soviet Union today is:play- |
|ing a’covert. tole: in _the antinuclear
Aobby.” = Fnfi ik s e
. . He: charged-that “there is a direct
link between the World Peace Coun-
cil, a well-known Soviet front organi--
zation, and antinuclear lobbies both in 4
‘the US. and West Europe” De
-Borchgrave - added -that - the peace-
councils US. branch is “affiliated
with MFS — Mobilization for Surviv--|
-al — which. is. a leading umbrella or-
ganization for antinuclear groupa.” -
- “Interestingly  enough,” de Borch-

tinked the antinuclear protest to tini- |
‘Jateral disarmament advocates, New
Left activists and some ecologists.”
But he said current FBI guidelines-
make it difficult- for the bureau to
_monitor “the very groups and individ-
uals that the KGB hopes to manip-
-ulate or recruit.”” *

zation, issued a statement last evening-
-denouncing - suggestions -6f-“external
domination' as- “total fabrication” and
protesting that-“the-kind of “guilt by
“association tactics employed+by Mr.
-de Borchgrave can-only ‘be-3gid-to be
“reminiscent of ‘the repression-and: in- |
-timidation of the McCarthy efe” i |
«* Throughout. the - hearing,* Denton
‘professed. his-Tiopes of a “rapproche- -
“ment™ between -the US, ‘preSs and
- government, and repeatedly ‘expressed.
 his chagrin- over the news media’s pci-
_formance during the Vietnamwar. At
" one point, Colby alluded to the CIA’s
- finding that -the antiwar=movement
"was “an- indigenous movement” -and
not depgndent on foreign suppdrts:
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